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Those who attended Keith Delaplane's lecture on 2nd October were 
amused by his opening cartoon.  After quite a bit of searching I managed 
to find the cartoon somewhere in the wilds of internet land - and is re-
produced here.  I hope those who missed the great talk will at least en-
joy this small extract.    
 

Tom Moore 



 
Researchers have discovered that honeybees can bite as well as sting and 
that the bite contains a natural anaesthetic.  The anaesthetic may not 
only help honeybees fend off pests such as wax moth and the parasitic 
varroa mite, but it also has great potential for use in human medicine. 

The surprise findings discovered by a team of researchers from Greek 
and French organisations in collaboration with Vita (Europe) Ltd, the UK-
based honeybee health specialist, will cause a complete re-thinking of 
honeybee defence mechanisms and could lead to the production of a 
natural, low toxicity local anaesthetic for humans and animals. 
 
For further details visit Vita’s website www.vita-europe.com/secrets-of-the-honeybee-bite-revealed/  
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Secrets of the Honeybee Bite Revealed 

A one day course will take place on Saturday  2nd March 2013 to provide information for people who 
think they may like to take up beekeeping.  This is an annual event, now in its eighth year, run by the Wis-
borough Green Beekeepers’ Association. 
 

The event is useful for those who may have had a long term in-
terest, but aren’t sure if beekeeping is for them or not.  All the 
information needed to become a beekeeper will be given in the 
presentation.  There are follow-up sessions at the well equipped 
Wisborough Green teaching apiary for those who think they will 
be able to manage and wish to go further.  This provides the op-
portunity to learn and achieve competence on someone else’s 
facilities under supervision before buying bees and equipment.  The course is also suit-
able for those who may have just started beekeeping, but have had little or no guidance. 

 

The presentation will be by very experienced beekeepers with others available during break times to pro-
vide advice and information. 
 

The Wisborough Green BKA covers a wide area with members in West Sussex and South Surrey, but for 
those a bit further afield details of surrounding Associations will be available on the day. 
 

Further information for beekeepers and non-beekeepers can be found on the Wisborough Green Bee-
keepers’ Association website www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html. Contact Roger Patterson 01403 
790637 or 07976 306492, roger-patterson@btconnect.com for course details, or Gordon Allan 01798 
343470, petworthgordon@btopenworld.com to book. 
 
John Glover 
Hon. Secretary, WGBKA 

Photographs courtesy of Roger Patterson 

Wisborough Green ‘Beekeeping for Beginners’ Day 



Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 13th November - ‘Hives of all shapes and sizes’, contributions from West Sussex bee-
keepers.  Further details from: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s website: 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Saturday 10th November - Apiary meetings at Dounhurst 
Farm, Wisborough Green.  All abilities at 12:00. 

Thursday 15th November - Mike Edwards, BSc. FRES.  
‘Honey bees have competition’.  The Emmanuel Fellowship 
Chapel, Spy Lane, Loxwood. 7:30pm. 

Saturday 17th November - Annual Beekeepers’ Supper, North Hall, Loxwood.  7pm 

Details from John Glover: glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 8th November - AGM and ‘Show presentations’, Christine Stevens, President WSBKA.  
Details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or website: www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

... and Dates for your 2013 Diary 

Saturday 23rd February - Annual Convention,  Lodge Hill, Watersfield, Pulborough.  Further de-
tails from Christine Stevens, Tel: 01243 533559  or email: wsbkaconvention@gmail.com  
 

Saturday 2nd March - Wisborough Green ‘Beekeeping for Beginners’ Day.  See previous article in 
this Newsletter. 

Saturday 27th April - Annual Bee Market & Auction, Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough.  Further de-
tails from Graham Elliott, Tel: 01403 752493 or email:  grahammt@tiscali.co.uk  

Full details of the Convention & Bee Market will be available on the West Sussex BKA website later in 
the year. 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

Hampshire BKA Autumn Convention 
A reminder that the Hampshire Beekeepers’ Association is holding its Autumn Conven-
tion on Saturday 10th November.  See the article in last month’s County News. 



More from Moore - On Honey Crops 

Chairman, Tom Moore, shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 

Normally, to most of us, mention of a honey crop would make us think of extraction, yields, and what sort 
of honey we had harvested this year.  Indeed, having recently completed a honey yield survey for BBKA 
this has been in my mind, and I want to tell you about that below.  However, there is another interpreta-
tion which has also been much in my mind in recent days……. 
 
Last month I mentioned the excellent courses run by the NDB (National Diploma in Beekeeping – see 
www.national-diploma-bees.org.uk ). Taking my own advice I have recently attended two of these 2-day 
courses, the first on Brood Diseases, and the second on Adult Bee Diseases.  Each of these involved a very 
detailed look at some of the problems associated with bees, and a fair amount of microscope work. 
 
Those who have been on one of the Bee Health Days run by the Bee Inspectors will have looked at diag-
nosis of EFB and AFB.  On the NDB Brood Diseases course we took this a stage further, finding the bacteria 
(EFB) or spores (AFB) in infected material under the microscope. Such a detailed look at these and other 
diseases has given me a much greater understanding of causes, effects, diagnosis and possible treat-
ments. A very interesting and worthwhile two days spent in a superb working environment in a Science 
Park in Kent. 
 
I am just back from the Adult Bee Diseases course, held in another superbly equipped room at the Baster-
fields’ honey farm in Devon,  This brings me to the honey-crop.  I have never before dissected adult bees 
under the microscope, so had a lot to learn.  It really is a fascinating world inside our bees.  Even looking 
at the external structures is quite amazing, and once you open up the abdomen and start teasing out the 
gut, seeing the various structures, it takes you into a whole new world.  That is where I saw the honey-
crop – and if you don’t know what it is, look it up – or even consider booking onto one of the NDB courses 
yourself. 
 
Now back to the crop of honey, as opposed to the 
honey-crop.  We all know that this has been a diffi-
cult year for bees, and many people have struggled 
to harvest any honey at all.  At the same time some 
people in some areas have reported good crops. We 
know that with our own bees the late crop was very 
poor, though somehow they managed to bring in a 
reasonable crop at the end of May when we got a 
couple of weeks of good weather. 
 
Unlike the Bee Inspectors’ report where you simply 
supply details of your crop this year, the BBKA form 
asked for comparison with last year, and that made 
me look back at 2010 and 2011, as well as this year’s 
figures.  Well, what a surprise!  It seems that over-all 
2012 for us has been no worse than 2011, though the timing of the crop was different. That does point 
out that 2011 was also not a great year for the late crop.  The figures are noted below. 
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      The 2012 honey crop in storage in our cellar honey room. 



We’re on the web: 
www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

M EM B E R S '  C O U N TY  N E WS L E T T ER  

For those of you with a Smartphone scan our website’s QR Code 
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And Finally ... 

        2010    2011    2012 
Number of hives at start of season       18         20        20 
 
Extraction 1 (end of May to early June) (lbs)    456       520       790 
Extraction 2 (end of July to early August) (lbs)   830       550       310 
Honey crop total for the year (lbs)   1286   1070   1100 
 
Average per hive (using number at start of season)    71.5        53.5        55.0 
 
I found it interesting to see the variation between the two crops in different years.  Now I look forward to 
2013 in the hope that it will be more like 2010 for the late crop and 2012 for the early – though I do then 
wonder how we will deal with all the honey!  Do you have records from which you can make a similar 
comparison? 
 
Tom 

A reminder to complete Alan Byham’s Honey Survey on this year’s crop.  Please re-
fer to last month’s County News or visit the West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association 
website to download the survey form. 

South East Honey Survey 


